THE  FIRST  CONSTITUTION  OF 
ST.  JOHN'S  CHURCH' 


Edited  hj  John  Baxter  Moose 

Some  time  ago  a  search  for  the  oldest  records  of  St.  John's 
Church,  in  an  effort  to  trace  some  family  histories,  brought  this 
old  constitution  to  light.  The  original  copy  of  the  document,  in 
German  script  and  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation,  is  now  de- 
posited in  a  vault  in  the  Concord  National  Bank,  Concord,  N.  C. 
It  is  signed  by  its  compiler,  the  Reverend  Adolph  Nussmann,^  the 
first  regular  Lutheran  pastor  to  serve  this  and  other  Lutheran 
congregations  in  this  part  of  North  Carolina.  It  is  also  signed 
by  seven  deacons.  All  the  signatories  promise  to  render  faithful 
service  and  to  obey  the  Church  order.  A  similar  obligation  sub- 
scribed to  by  the  schoolmaster  is  not  complete,  since  a  page  has 
been  cut  out  of  the  record. 

This  constitution  v^as  formulated  and  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  St.  John's  congregation  a  short  time  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  In  the  document  the  congregation  is 
described  as  "this  Evangelical  congregation"  and  ''the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  congregation  at  the  German  Buffalo  Creek,  Meck- 
lenburg County  in  North  Carolina."  In  the  earliest  minutes  of 
the  North  Carolina  Synod  it  is  listed  as  "Dutch  Buffalo  Creek 
Church."  The  constitution  was  compiled  in  German  by  Pastor 
Nussmann  from  the  "Church  Order  of  our  Evangelical  Brethren 
in  Smirna  and  that  in  use  in  England  and  Holland."  It  is  not 
known  where  "Smirna"  was  located.  The  liturgy  was  adopted 
from  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Court  Chapel  of  St.  James, 
London,  and  the  Marburg  hymn-book  was  introduced. 

Pastor  Nussmann  served  in  St.  John's  from  1774  to  1794.  He 
had  arrived  in  North  Carolina  in  1773  and  for  a  year  or  more 
served  Organ  (Zion)  Lutheran  Church  in  Rowan  County  and 
also  the  Lutherans  in  Salisbury.  From  the  Lutherans'  arrival  in 
this  section,  about  1740,  until  Pastor  Nussmann  came,  lay  read- 
ers cared  for  their  religious  interests  except  as  they  were  served 

1  This  is  a  Lutheran  church  situated  near  Concord,  Cabarrus  County,  North  Carolina. 

2  The  umlaut  is  omitted  from  the  word,  Nussmann,  by  the  editor  of  this  article,  because 
it  was  not  used  by  Adolph  Nussmann  in  the  manuscript  copy  of  the  constitution. 
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by  German  Reformed  pastors.  Desiring  a  pastor  of  their  own 
faith,  Organ  and  St.  John's  sent  two  laymen  to  Europe  to  secure 
a  pastor  and  a  school  teacher,  or  pastors  and  school  teachers. 
The  result  was  the  coming  of  Pastor  Nussmann  and  a  school 
teacher,  John  Gottfried  Arend  (Arndt),  who  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  in  1775. 

The  lengthy  detail  of  this  constitution  would  not  appeal  to 
churches  today.  But  it  shows  the  serious  effort  put  forth  by 
Pastor  Nussmann  to  provide  the  ministrations  of  the  church 
and  religious  education  for  all.  It  is  strict  in  doctrine  and 
discipline  for  pastor,  teacher,  and  people.  It  provides  plans  for 
securing  future  pastors  and  teachers  and  for  their  support.  It 
is  particularly  interesting  to  note  how  it  sought  to  provide  for 
orphan  children  and  persons  in  need,  and  for  religious  education, 
and,  moreover,  how  the  officers  of  the  congregation  are  made  re- 
sponsible for^these  matters. 

A  few  additional  pages  from  the  old  church  record,  although 
badly  mutilated,  indicate  the  manner  in  which  efforts  were  made 
to  carry  on  and  record  the  work  of  the  Church. 

Interest  in  this  old  constitution  and  the  early  records  of  St. 
John's  Church  was  aroused  recently  due  to  the  fact  that  on  No- 
vember 10,  1935,  a  monument  to  Pastor  Nussmann  was  unveiled 
on  the  Church  grounds,  with  services  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion. At  the  same  time  the  congregation  celebrated  its  one  hun- 
dred and  ninetieth  anniversary.  That  Pastor  Nussmann 
wrought  well  and  laid  a  good  foundation  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  St.  John's  congregation  has  been  and  still  is  a  self-support- 
ing country  church,  actively  interested  in  all  the  work  of  Lu- 
therans at  large. 

For  the  translation  of  this  document  from  the  German  script 
I  am  indebted  to  the  late  Professor  A.  G.  Voigt,  of  Columbia,  S.  C. 

THE  CONSTITUTION 

Inasmuch  as  the  merciful  God  out  of  special  grace  rescued  our  fathers 
from  the  darkness  of  the  papacy  and  through  the  faithful  service  of 
the  blessed  Doctor  Luther  led  them  to  the  salutary  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  sufficient  merit ;  and  moreover  our  parents  have  amid  a 
thousand  difficulties  transmitted  to  us  their  children  this  holy  religion 
and  have  had  us  instructed  in  it  faithfully  and  uprightly  according  to 
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the  pure  and  uncorrupted  Word  of  God;  therefore  we  acknowledge 
this  blessing  of  our  kind  Father  in  heaven  with  due  thanks  and  con- 
sider ourselves  obligated  to  transmit  this  uncorrupted  Evangelical  re- 
ligion also  to  our  children  and  children's  children,  which  then  will  be 
the  best  inheritance  they  can  desire  and  ask  of  us  their  fathers.  "We 
regard  ourselves  all  the  more  obligated  for  this  reason,  because  God 
permits  us  to  live  in  a  land,  in  which  Evangelical  worship  may  be 
practised  freely  and  without  hindrance. 

In  order  then  that  all  and  each  may  know  in  what  they  should  abide 
and  we  may  give  a  public  testimony  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us,  and 
also  that  our  brethren  and  fellowbelievers,  both  here  and  in  Europe 
may  be  assured  that  we  also  in  this  newly  arising  church  purpose  by 
God's  grace  to  abide  earnestly  and  zealously  by  the  once  attained 
Evangelical  truth  and  proper  church  discipline,  we,  as  soon  as  the  war, 
which  for  seven  years  divided  minds  so  much  [the  War  of  the  American 
Revolution],  ceased  and  quiet  and  peace  were  restored  in  our  country, 
took  l^efore  us  the  Church  Order  of  our  Evangelical  brethren  in  Smirna 
and  that  in  use  in  England  and  Holland,  noted  carefully  the  condition 
of  the  country  and  other  circumstances,  and  intentionally  omitted  noth- 
ing which  has  been  found  useful  and  practicable  in  our  circumstances. 

Our  object  in  this  Church  Order  is  none  other  than  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  true  welfare  of  our  dear  congregation. 

The  Lord,  the  Helper,  who  can  do  superabundantly  above  all  that  we 
pray  and  understand,  be  our  help,  our  strong  defence  against  the  king- 
dom of  darkness.  May  he  destroy  error,  superstition  and  wickedness, 
and  cause  the  kingdom  of  His  Son  to  prosper  in  these  wilds  also  to 
the  glory  of  His  name.  Amen. 

Of  the  Pastor 

1.  As  this  Evangelical  congregation,  if  it  conducts  itself  well,  will  re- 
main in  a  constant  connection  with  the  honorable  Consistory  in  Hann- 
over and  the  University  of  Goettingen,  there  cannot  easily  be  a  lack  in 
the  future  of  learned  and  pious  ministers.  It  only  needs  to  resolve  that 
it  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  vagrant  preachers  in  this  land,  who 
are  either  unlearned  intruders  or  educated  men  deposed  in  Germany, 
When  a  vacancy  occurs,  it  should  look  to  the  Consistory  in  Hannover 
or  the  University  of  Goettingen.  But  if  war  or  some  other  confusion 
in  the  country  should  hinder  correspondence  thither,  then  those  who 
are  connected  with  the  honorable  Coetus  [Ministerium]  in  Pennsyl- 
vania are  to  be  preferred  to  all  others. 

2.  The  pastor  shall  in  the  first  place  be  and  remain  a  pious  Christian 
man,  and  exert  himself  most  zealously  to  be  a  means  for  others  to  be- 
come Christians.  He  shall  in  the  presence  of  his  congregation  and 
also  of  all  other  religious  parties  lead  a  blameless  life,  and  avoid  every- 
thing that  might  make  his  office  or  his  person  contemptible.    He  shall 
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moreover  accept  with  lieart  and  moutli  the  Symbolical  Books  of  our 
Evangelical  Church;  also  preach  the  doctrines  contained  in  them,  as  he 
shall  answer  for  this  on  the  last  day  before  the  righteous  Judge,  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  His  special  duties  are  these  : 

1)  JSTot  only  to  conduct  the  worship  as  prescribed  hereafter  with 
proper  devotion,  but  also  to  build  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  hearts 
of  men. 

2)  To  make  the  administration  of  the  sacraments  salutary  for  every- 
body. 

3)  To  visit  sick  members  properly  when  he  is  asked  to  do  so.  ISTever- 
theless  the  members  of  the  congregation  are  herewith  admonished  to 
send  for  the  pastor  in  time  and  not  to  wait  until  the  sick  have  lost  con- 
sciousness, and  also  not  to  make  the  pastor  ride  in  these  wilds  at  night 
without  necessity. 

4)  To  arrange  the  burial  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  in  an 
edifying  manner  for  the  good  of  the  living. 

5)  To  care  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  the  children  and 
the  catechumens,  and  therefore,  with  the  Church  Council,  the  parents 
and  guardians,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  promote  the  salvation  of 
the  young. 

6)  That  he  keep  the  account  books  and  other  matters  belonging  to 
the  congregation  under  his  supervision. 

7)  That  he  exchange  letters  with  our  brethren  of  the  faith  in  Eu- 
rope, as  soon  as  the  desired  peace  permits,  render  accurate  reports  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  congregations  here,  and  according  to  the 
demand  of  the  circumstances  seek  their  council,  help  and  assistance. 

8)  That  he  take  counsel  at  the  right  time  with  the  deacons  of  the 
church  concerning  the  common  good  and  the  promotion  of  virtue  and 
piety. 

9)  That  he  exercise  most  careful  watchfulness  over  all  the  affairs  of 
the  church  and  the  observance  of  this  Church  and  School  Order,  with- 
out fear  of  man  and  partiality,  and  finally  follow  the  apostolical  in- 
junction: "Take  heed  unto  thyself  and  unto  the  doctrine;  continue  in 
them;  for  in  doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself  and  them  that 
hear  thee.'' 

4.  In  case  the  pastor  should  fall  into  such  aberrations  as  are  opposed 
either  to  his  office  or  Christianity  or  should  not  attend  to  his  office  as 
is  becoming,  it  is  then  the  duty  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  to  make 
representation  with  modesty  in  regard  to  this,  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
heed  such  representation  and  to  reform.  If,  however,  he  should  never- 
theless continue  to  cause  offence,  the  matter  shall  come  to  the  Church 
Council,  and  if  still  no  change  ensues,  complaint  shall  be  made  to  the 
contributing  congregation,  which  shall  then  proceed  with  him  as  it 
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sliall  find  to  be  right,  and  if  he  does  not  sincerely  repent  of  his  sins  and 
pledge  earnest  reformation,  depose  him  from  his  office  and  duties. 

5.  A  written  statement  shall  be  prepared,  in  which  the  congregation 
calls  the  pastor,  offers  the  office,  specifies  its  requirements  of  him,  and 
promises  for  his  support  a  fixed  annual  remuneration.  This  statement 
shall  be  subscribed  by  the  deacons  of  the  church,  and  thereby  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  pastor  has  been  called  in  due  form. 

6.  But  since  we  have  as  yet  no  capital  or  permanent  funds  and  the 
entire  remuneration  depends  solely  upon  the  voluntary  beneficence  of 
the  congregation,  we  here  remind  the  members  of  the  congregation  of 
what  pertains  to  the  support  of  the  pastor  in  the  words  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  I  Thess.  5  :12-13 : — "We  beseech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them 
which  labor  among  you  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  admonish 
you,  and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake, 
and  be  at  peace  among  yourselves."  I  Cor.  9  :14 : — "Even  so  hath  the 
Lord  ordained  that  they  which  preach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the 
gospel."  Gal.  6  :6 : — "Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  communicate 
unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things." 

Of  the  School 

7.  The  care  for  the  instruction  of  the  young  is  one  of  the  essential 
duties  of  an  Evangelical  congregation.  That  we  have  such  ignorant 
and  corrupt  congregations  comes  primarily  from  the  corrupt  state  of 
the  schools.  Whoever  therefore  thinks  of  establishing  a  congregation 
for  Christ  must  begin  with  the  children.  The  blessing  of  an  improved 
school  system  will  soon  manifest  itself,  for  the  parents  learn  with  the 
children;  and  on  the  other  hand  from  a  corrupt  school  system  nothing 
else  can  come  but  a  general  corruption  among  young  and  old,  as  we 
alas !  behold  with  our  own  eyes,  since  everybody  confesses  that  after 
the  death  of  the  old  people  from  Germany  the  whole  Evangelical  re- 
ligion must  go  to  ruin.    Therefore  we  resolve  in  the  fear  of  God : 

1)  That  our  special  care  shall  be  directed  to  the  improvement  of 
the  school  system,  and  that  we  will  shrink  from  no  labor  and  expense 
to  raise  our  children  out  of  corrupt  ignorance.    And  since 

2)  Yery  much  depends  upon  the  person  of  the  schoolmaster;  the 
appointment  and  deposition  of  the  school  teacher  shall  be  arranged  by 
the  entire  Church  Council,  so  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  every  inexperi- 
enced person  to  introduce  into  the  congregation  drunken,  dissolute, 
quarrelsome,  ignorant  school  teachers,  but  it  shall  all  be  managed  under 
the  direction  of  the  pastors,  so  that  only  those  whom  they  recognize  as 
competent  shall  be  designated  to  keep  school  at  the  place  where  the  need 
of  the  congregation  requires  it. 

3)  The  person  who  shall  be  employed  to  conduct  school  must  be 
brought  before  the  Church  Council  and  examined,  and  have  testi- 
monials of  his  competency  and  good  character. 
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4)  At  eacli  churcli  a  school  shall  be  conducted  always,  in  winter  and 
summer,  the  schoolmaster  of  which  is  able  to  read,  write,  reckon,  and 
lead  the  singing  in  the  church. 

5)  The  instruction  of  the  young  in  Christianity  must  by  no  means 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  schoolmaster,  but  the  pastor  prescribes 
to  the  schoolmaster  from  week  to  week  what  he  shall  take  up  in  it 
each  time  and  in  what  order  he  shall  do  it. 

6)  After  the  school  has  continued  a  year,  the  young  shall  be  divided 
into  three  classes.  Each  class  has  assignments  which  it  must  know, 
and  will  not  be  advanced  to  a  higher  without  the  previous  knowledge 
of  the  pastor  or  his  approval. 

7)  All  parents  shall  obligate  themselves  by  promise  to  send  their 
children  regularly  to  school.  The  Church  Council,  however,  will  keep 
a  list  of  the  young  and  carefully  note  which  children  are  absent,  where- 
by the  age  of  the  children  and  the  monthly  school  list  shall  be  con- 
sulted. 

8)  Besides  this  reading  schools  shall  be  conducted  in  the  congrega- 
tions during  the  winter  from  the  first  of  October  till  the  first  of  March, 
which  shall  be  frequently  visited  by  the  pastor  and  prepared  for  the 
catechisations  on  Sundays,  which  shall  be  so  arranged  that  the  entire 
Catechism  may  be  gone  through  twice  a  year  in  the  church,  and  that 
in  all  the  schools  of  the  congregation  and  in  all  catechisations  the  same 
Catechism  be  used. 

9)  Since  also  the  schoolmaster  cannot  fulfill  his  office  with  joy  and 
must  resort  to  all  sorts  of  ways  to  earn  money,  and  competent  school- 
masters never  will  be  obtained  unless  they  are  assured  of  their  sup- 
port, the  congregation  shall  see  to  it  that  it  purchases  and  owns  a 
piece  of  land  not  far  from  the  church  and  clears  and  cultivates  about 
twelve  acres  of  land  for  the  schoolmaster  by  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation in  turn  and  at  the  right  time,  together  with  a  good  piece  of 
pasture;  and  in  addition  it  shall  promise  an  annual  salary  and  then 
send  to  him  through  the  whole  year  as  many  children  as  it  wishes,  and 
shall  use  the  school  fees  received  for  such  improvements  of  the  school 
property  as  the  pastor  and  the  Church  Council  shall  deem  necessary  or 
useful. 

10)  All  this  which  the  congregation  promises  to  the  schoolmaster 
shall  be  summed  up  in  a  writing,  in  which  also  the  schoolmaster 
promises  fidelity  and  diligence  in  his  office,  obedience  to  the  pastor, 
the  Church  Council  and  this  Church  Order,  subscribed  by  both  parties 
and  preserved  by  the  pastor  in  the  archives  of  the  congregation. 

Of  Divine  Services  and  Catechizations, 
Their  Time  and  Internal  Arrangement. 

8.  The  doctrine  which  is  the  foundation  of  our  Evangelical  Church 
shall  be  set  forth  according  to  the  true  and  pure  Word  of  God,  and  not 
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contradict  the  Symbolical  Books  derived  from  it;  the  controversial 
points  must  be  explained  with  modesty  and  vices  reproved  without 
naming  or  describing  persons  with  gentle  earnestness;  and  because  we 
are  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  all  sorts  of  sects  and  even  among  us 
there  are  many  who  have  been  brought  up  in  erroneous  opinions  and 
even  without  knowing  it  have  much  of  their  errors  about  them,  the 
good  people  shall  be  built  up  and  firmly  grounded  through  correct  and 
diligent  instruction  and  a  constant  inculcation  of  the  salutary  doctrine 
in  order  that  they  may  on  all  occasions  be  able  to  give  a  reason  of  the 
hope  which  is  in  them. 

9.  The  Service  shall  be  conducted  as  has  been  done  heretofore,  yet  so 
that  first  a  selection  from  the  Bible  shall  be  read  by  the  schoolmaster, 
then  the  hymn,  "Lord  Jesus  Christ,  be  present  now,"  a  prayer  adapted 
to  the  other  parts,  and  reading  of  the  Epistle,  then  the  principal  hymn, 
and  thereupon  the  sermon,  after  which,  when  two  or  three  stanzas  have 
been  sung,  the  instruction  in  the  Catechism  follows,  a  prayer  is  read, 
and  the  benediction  is  pronounced  and  a  stanza  is  sung  in  closing. 

Add.  According  to  the  Order  as  stated  more  definitely  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 1 

10.  The  hour  of  the  service  has  hitherto  been  at  10  o'clock  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  live  far  away.  But  if  the  congregation  should  ever 
resolve  upon  an  afternoon  service,  the  morning  service  would  then  be- 
gin somewhat  earlier,  and  the  instruction  in  the  Catechism  and  the 
review  of  the  sermon  would  take  place  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  in 
summer  and  at  2  o'clock  in  winter. 

11.  The  Liturgy  which  has  been  hitherto  used  as  a  basis  is  that  printed 
for  the  German  Lutheran  Court  Chapel  at  St.  James  in  London,  against 
which  nobody  has  as  yet  made  any  objection.  But  if  our  German 
brethren  in  Europe  were  to  arrange  it  a  little  according  to  our  circum- 
stances, this  also  would  surely  be  gratefully  recognized.  The  Marburg 
Hymn  Book,  which  has  been  reprinted  in  Germantown  and  Phila- 
delphia, shall  likewise  be  used  at  the  public  services  until  others  can 
be  introduced. 

12.  The  administration  of  the  sacraments,  these  holy  institutions  of 
Jesus,  shall  with  the  assistance  of  His  grace  take  place  among  us  with 
becoming  reverence. 

1)  Holy  baptism  shall,  unless  special  circumstances  prevent,  take 
place  on  Sundays  and  holy  days  after  the  service  in  public  assembly. 
ISTon-Protestants,  those  who  have  not  yet  been  to  the  holy  Communion, 
those  who  do  not  afiiliate  either  with  the  Lutheran  or  Reformed  con- 
gregation, and  those  excluded  on  account  of  vices,  shall  not  be  received 
as  sponsors.    And  because  in  this  wild  country  most  sponsors  keep 


1  This  note  is  in  different  ink.  At  the  close  of  the  Order  in  apparently  the  same  ink  is 
the  more  precise  Order  of  Se^rvice  and  )ther  matter  including  the  signature  of  Adolph 
Nussmann,  pastor. — Translator. 
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their  word  badly,  in  every  instance  one  of  the  Churcli  Council  and  in 
its  name  shall  represent  the  place  of  a  sponsor.  The  parents  of  the 
child  must  announce  themselves  before  church,  in  order  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  accordingly  and  after  the  baptism  shall  have  the 
names  of  the  child,  the  parents,  the  time  of  birth  and  the  sponsors 
inscribed  in  the  Church  Record. 

2)  ITo  one  of  the  natives  shall  be  admitted  to  the  holy  Communion 
unless  he  is  a  member  of  the  congregation,  for  all  who  wish  to  bear 
the  name  of  Evangelical  Christians  in  truth  must  hold  to  this  Church 
Order.  Whoever  is  not  confirmed  or  is  excommunicated  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  it.  Foreign  newcomers  or  persons  who  reside  over  twelve 
miles  away  shall  be  admitted,  if  they  credibly  affirm  that  they  have  al- 
ready participated  in  the  holy  Communion  elsewhere  or  will  have  them- 
selves confirmed  here,  and  furthermore  no  hindrance  exists.  Under 
existing  circumstances  it  shall  be  celebrated  four  times  in  the  year. 
Four  weeks  in  advance  this  shall  be  publicly  announced  from  the  pulpit, 
and  published  by  written  notice  at  Coldwater,  Buffalo  Creek  and  Rocky 
River.  Eleven  days  in  advance  a  day  of  repentance  and  prayer  shall 
be  observed  for  preparation,  at  which  time  the  names  shall  be  made 
known  to  the  pastor;  on  the  day  preceding  in  the  afternoon  at  one 
o'clock  shall  be  the  special  preparation. 

13.  In  reference  to  Confirmation  this  arrangement  shall  be  made:  The 
incumbent  pastors  shall  see  to  it  that  not  only  children  within  this  con- 
gregation, but  all  who  desire  the  holy  Communion  for  the  first  time,  are 
instructed  in  doctrines  of  faith  as  well  as  of  life,  the  children  from 
I^ovember  to  Easter  and  the  others  as  circumstances  permit.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  congregation  must  give  account  and  answer  concerning  their 
faith  on  the  preceding  day  publicly  in  the  church,  but  the  strangers  in 
the  presence  of  the  Church  Council,  and  then  if  they  are  approved 
they  shall  be  received  as  members  of  the  congregation  after  the  sermon 
on  Communion  day  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  liturgy.  In  this 
connection  it  is  to  be  observed  that  before  the  Confirmation  takes  place, 
those  to  be  confirmed,  whether  male  or  female,  shall  have  read  this 
Church  and  School  Order  and  signified  their  submission  to  it  by  their 
subscription. 

14.  Every  year  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  there  shall  be  publicly 
read  the  children  baptized  during  the  preceding  year,  the  names  of  the 
deceased  members  of  the  congregation,  the  newcomers,  the  church  funds 
on  hand,  and  the  names  of  the  benefactors  who  have  donated  more 
than  three  pounds,  out  of  love  to  the  congregation. 

Of  the  Church  Members 

15.  The  members  of  this  congregation  regard  themselves  as  a  spiritual 
body,  which  is  joined  together  in  their  Head,  Jesus  Christ,  by  the 
bond  of  the  Gospel  and  the  holy  Sacraments.    Considered  as  such, 
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they  are  not  bound  to  civil  arrangements,  but  as  free  and  independent 
persons  they  resolve  by  majority  of  votes  voluntarily  upon  such  laws, 
as  are  grounded  in  the  Word  of  God  and  indicate  an  agreement  with 
their  brethren  in  the  faith  in  Europe,  and  after  they  have  so  resolved 
they  diligently  conform  thereto. 

16.  Since  many  in  this  free  country  claim  to  be  Evangelical  in  whom 
nothing  evangelical  except  the  name  is  found,  we  here  declare  publicly 
that  we  will  regard  as  our  brethren  in  the  faith  only  those  who  attend 
the  public  divine  service,  as  far  as  the  distance  of  the  places  permits, 
direct  their  children  to  school  and  instruction  in  the  Catechism,  live 
in  no  public  vices,  and  by  subscription  of  their  names  obligate  them- 
selves to  the  observance  of  this  Church  Order  as  far  as  possible.  But 
foreign  newcomers,  who  have  not  yet  been  members  of  a  congregation 
in  other  places  and  natives  of  age  must  first  be  confirmed  and  then  sub- 
scribe the  Church  Order. 

17.  The  advantages  of  such  a  Church  fellowship  are  the  following : 
The  members  of  the  congregation  have  the  right  to  ask  the  public  in- 
tercessions of  the  congregation  in  their  spiritual  and  bodily  necessities. 

They  have  claims  upon  the  sacraments,  baptism  for  their  children 
and  the  holy  Communion  in  days  of  health  and  sickness. 

The  male  members  of  the  congregation  have  a  vote  in  all  meetings  of 
the  congregation  and  in  the  election  of  the  Church  Council,  and  the 
most  worthy  the  privilege  of  being  elected  in  preference  to  their 
brethren. 

In  sickness  all  Christian  comfort  will  be  imparted  to  them. 

After  their  death  their  burial  will  be  provided  for  in  the  cemetery 
here,  in  which  no  others  but  members  of  the  congregation  or  those  who 
otherwise  have  deserved  well  of  church  and  school  institutions,  shall 
be  buried,  and  the  entire  congregation  and  also  the  school  will  follow 
the  corpse. 

Their  names  will  be  entered  upon  the  Church  Record,  and  if  chil- 
dren survive  them,  such  measures  shall  also  be  taken  by  the  Church 
Council  for  their  Christian  education  as  may  reasonably  and  equitably 
be  expected. 

18.  The  duties  of  the  Church  members  are  these.  Philippians  4:8: — 
"Brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest, 
whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,  if  there  be  any 
virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things." 

1)  It  is  the  duty  of  the  unmarried  to  lead  a  careful  and  chaste  life, 
to  be  obedient  to  their  parents,  not  to  use  their  freedom  as  a  cloak  of 
wickedness,  to  attend  the  catechizations  diligently,  to  bring  the  Bible 
with  them  to  church  and  to  turn  to  the  passages  referred  to,  and  not 
to  remain  away  from  church  unnecessarily,  also  without  much  talk 
and  with  good  manners  to  take  a  seat  at  the  place  assigned  to  them  by 
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the  churcli  deacons.  A  child  of  God  will  never  resist  a  Christian  regu- 
lation. In  getting  married,  although  they  may  be  free,  to  respect  the 
judgment  of  their  parents ;  but  if  these  should  be  opposed  to  it,  to  seek 
advice  from  the  Church  Council,  who  will  keep  silence.  In  the  choice 
of  a  husband  or  wife  to  select  preferably  persons  of  their  own  religion, 
but  if  they  marry  others,  not  to  take  it  amiss  if  the  Church  Council 
has  a  regard  for  the  upbringing  of  the  children  and  to  allow  it  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  in  the  matter  as  is  equitable  and  to  an- 
ticipate all  disputes;  to  have  the  banns  pronounced  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land  three  Sundays  before  the  wedding;  also  not  to  employ 
any  other  but  their  OAvn  minister. 

2)  It  is  the  duty  of  the  married  to  observe  the  glorious  marriage 
rules  which  Christ  and  His  apostles  have  bequeathed;  they  must  not 
neglect  family  worship,  direct  the  children  to  church  and  school,  bring 
them  up  in  the  fear  of  God  and  protect  them  against  all  seductions  in 
faith  as  well  as  in  conduct. 

Since  it  often  happens  in  this  country  that  children  after  the  death 
of  their  parents  are  thrown  upon  the  world,  badly  cared  for  or  brought 
up  like  brutes  without  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  they 
shall  appoint  in  their  wills,  besides  the  executors  to  be  chosen,  the 
Church  Council  as  a  co-guardian  over  the  children  and  a  co-executor  of 
their  wills,  and  if  this  should  be  otherwise  neglected,  they  solemnly  con- 
fess with  this  subscription  that  this  is  their  will. 

Or  THE  Church  Council 

19.  Every  two  years  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  three  deacons  of 
the  Church  shall  be  elected  by  the  most  votes  of  the  congregation.  Every 
confirmed  member  of  the  congregation  shall  write  three  names  on  a 
small  ticket  and  hand  it  over  to  the  pastor  before  the  altar,  and  he 
shall  open  the  tickets  after  they  are  all  together  and  announce  the  per- 
sons who  have  the  most  votes.  The  outgoing  officers  shall  turn  over 
to  those  incoming  all  matters  belonging  to  the  Church  which  had  been 
committed  to  them,  and  although  they  are  no  longer  deacons,  they  shall 
continue  for  two  years  more  as  members  of  the  Church  Council.  This 
therefore  shall  consist  of  the  pastor,  three  church  deacons  and  three 
former  deacons  or  church  elders. 

20.  As  the  entire  congregation  places  its  confidence  in  this  Church 
Council  and  by  the  election  transfers  to  them  their  rights,  these  must 
be  all  the  more  careful  to  show  that  they  are  worthy  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them,  not  to  injure  their  own  conscience,  and  to  be  able  to 
give  account  of  all  their  undertaking  to  the  whole  congregation,  whose 
representative  they  are,  and  also  to  our  benefactors  in  Germany.  They 
must 

1)  Have  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  entire  congregation. 
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2)  Care  for  tlie  young,  keeping  an  accurate  list  of  them.  both,  as  to 
what  pertains  to  their  age  and  other  circumstances  and  also  their  em- 
ployments. 

3)  Maintain  good  discipline  before,  during  and  after  the  divine 
service,  so  that  everything  may  proceed  in  an  orderly  way. 

4)  Observe  the  conduct  of  the  pastor  and  the  schoolmaster. 

5)  Care  for  their  support  and  collect  it  quarterly  in  the  year. 

6)  Exercise  care  for  the  orphan  children  of  the  congregation  so  that 
they  may  not  lack  food  and  clothing  or  Christian  education. 

7)  Relieve  the  members  who  are  in  need  as  far  as  may  be  done. 

8)  Keep  up  steadfastly  the  whole  Church  Order,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  the  school  system. 

9)  Be  reticent  in  regard  to  secrets  entrusted  to  them. 

10)  Assemble  once  a  month  and  choose  a  fixed  place.  At  this  meeting 
after  a  short  prayer 

1.  The  business  shall  be  clearly  stated. 

2.  The  reasons  for  and  against  it  presented  and  considered 

3.  Resolved  by  a  majority  of  votes  what  is  to  be  done  or  not  done. 
In  important  cases  the  entire  congregation  shall  be  called  together, 

which  call  shall  be  made  publicly  from  the  pulpit  or  else  posted  at 
several  places  within  the  congregation.    At  such  a  meeting 

1.  The  opening  shall  again  be  with  a  short  prayer. 

2.  The  business  shall  be  clearly  stated. 

3.  The  reason  for  and  against  it  shall  be  heard. 

4.  If  there  is  unanimity,  so  much  the  better. 

5.  If  there  is  not  unanimity,  the  votes  shall  be  counted  and  what- 
ever the  majority  affirms  or  denies  shall  be  the  law  and  it  shall 
be  recorded  in  the  protocol  with  a  note  of  the  number  and  names 
of  the  approving  members. 

21.  The  money  which  is  collected  in  the  Church  on  Sundays  shall  al- 
ways be  recorded  in  two  small  books,  one  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
deacon  who  keeps  the  money,  the  other  shall  be  kept  by  another  deacon. 

The  deacons  shall  not  let  the  money  which  belongs  to  the  congregation 
lie  idle,  but  with  the  knowledge  of  the  others  they  shall  seek  to  increase 
it  either  when  driving  to  market  or  in  some  other  way  not  too  risky. 

Every  six  months  an  orderly  Church  accounting  shall  be  made,  and 
receipts  and  expenditures  shall  be  entered  distinctly  in  the  Church 
Book,  so  that  every  member  of  the  congregation  can  be  informed  con- 
cerning the  receipts  and  expenditures  and  also  how  much  the  congrega- 
tion has  on  hand  or  may  owe. 

Of  Church  Discipline 

22.  E'othing  is  in  general  more  becoming  to  a  congregation  of  Christ 
than  a  well-ordered  discipline,  Matthew  18  :15ff .  The  Church  cannot 
govern  its  children  without  observing  a  paternal  discipline;  however, 
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this  is  not  to  be  exercised  by  constraint,  but  by  brotherly  affectionate 
admonition,  so  that  a  sinner  may  know  and  feel  that  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  domination  over  him,  but  only  and  alone  of  his  amendment  and  his 
own  true  welfare.  To  this  end  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Church 
Council  shall  never  be  neglected;  on  the  contrary  in  them  shall  be 
considered  what  may  contribute  to  the  edification  and  progress  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  the  plain  and  affecting  preaching  of  the  "Word 
of  God,  the  salutary  attentive  hearing  and  review  of  the  same,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  sacraments,  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  the 
instruction  in  the  Catechism,  the  care  and  Christian  upbringing  of  the 
young  and  the  orphans,  or  what  causes  offence  in  the  congregation 
either  by  false  doctrine  or  by  wicked  life  and  how  this  is  to  be  pre- 
vented. On  these  things  each  of  the  deacons  shall  express  his  views; 
the  opinions  shall  be  collected;  the  pastor  shall  add  his;  what  is  con- 
cluded shall  finally  be  written  in  a  book;  what  is  written  shall  again 
be  read,  whether  it  is  observed  or  not;  if  not,  a  note  shall  be  made  on 
the  margin  and  it  shall  be  stressed  more  urgently.  These  meetings 
shall  never  be  omitted  except  for  the  most  important  reasons. 
23.  If  a  member  of  the  congregation  shall  fall  into  manifest  obnoxious 
sins,  e.  g.,  blasphemy,  perjury,  fornication,  adultery,  mocking  of  re- 
ligion, open  unscrupulous  cheating,  drunkenness,  falling  away  from  re- 
ligion, or  such  like,  so  that  these  vices  have  been  publicly  committed 
and  have  not  been  done  from  haste  and  thoughtlessness,  but  maliciously 
and  deliberately,  he  shall  be 

1)  Summoned  three  times  before  the  pastor.  If  he  shall  appear, 
his  grievous  sin  and  the  unhappiness  in  which  he  is  and  into  which  he 
is  plunging  by  it,  shall  be  held  up  to  him  earnestly  and  impressively, 
yet  affectionately  and  kindly,  and  he  shall  be  pled  with  to  cease  the 
offence  and  to  prevent  his  own  misfortune. 

2)  If  the  one  admonished  shall  promise  amendment  and  keep  the 
promise,  all  shall  be  well;  but  if  he  shall  not  appear  before  the  pastor, 
or  if  no  amendment  follows  and  the  sinner  stubbornly  continues  in  his 
former  wicked  ways,  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Church  Council 
and  there  be  earnestly  admonished.  This  admonition  shall  be  made 
with  premeditation,  in  such  a  way  that  the  disgrace  and  injuriousness 
of  the  sin  shall  be  explained  from  God's  Word  and  exhortation  to  true 
sincere  repentance  be  given,  care  being  taken  to  do  nothing  from  hatred, 
envy  or  anger,  but  with  Christian  love  and  courtesy  and  with  no  other 
aim  than  the  amendment  of  the  sinner. 

3)  If  he  shall  not  appear  before  the  Church  Council  nor  confess  his 
offence,  when  it  has  certainly  become  known,  and  shall  promise  no 
amendment,  then  it  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Church  Council  that  the 
matter  shall  be  made  known  to  the  whole  congregation  from  the  pulpit 
after  the  sermon.  This  announcement  shall  be  in  these  terms :  Whereas 
IsT.  ]Sr.  has  unhappily  to  the  disgrace  of  the  name  of  Jesus  allowed 


The  First  Constitution  of  St.  John's  Church 


347 


himself  to  be  seduced  to  follow  his  evil  fleshly  lusts  and  to  consent  vol- 
untarily to  the  sin  of  (name  of  the  sin)  and  stubbornly  to  persist  in 
it  without  any  indication  of  amendment,  it  becomes  necessary 

a)  To  explain  to  the  whole  congregation  what  a  grievous  sin  this 
is,  in  order  that  it  may  be  shunned  by  all  and  that  nobody  will  par- 
ticipate with  them  in  it. 

b)  All  members  of  the  congregation  shall  be  exhorted  to  warn  and 
admonish  him  at  every  opportunity. 

A  public  prayer  shall  be  made,  that  God  would  convince  and  lead 
to  repentance  this  man,  who  now  for  so  long  a  time  has  persisted  in 
impenitence  and  whom  the  congregation  can  no  longer  look  upon  as  a 
member  of  it,  in  order  that  the  congregation  may,  like  the  angels  in 
heaven,  rejoice  over  a  sinner  that  repents  and  be  able  to  receive  him 
again  into  its  bosom,  which  then  it  heartily  wishes.  From  then  on 
until  his  amendment  the  sinner  shall  no  more  be  looked  upon  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation  and  shall  forfeit  all  the  privileges  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation.  ^vTevertheless  he  may  attend  the  public 
service,  and  at  every  opportunity  he  shall  be  exhorted  to  amend.  If 
amendment  shall  follow,  which  may  God  grant,  he  shall  again  be  public- 
ly received  into  the  congregation,  on  which  occasion  he  may  remain 
standing  in  his  place  in  the  Church,  but  nevertheless  must  openly  affirm 
the  question  of  his  amendment. 

Appendix 

1.  Because  in  this  country  books  are  so  scarce  and  most  of  them  cannot 
be  had  for  money,  provision  shall  be  made  that  by  the  assistance  of  our 
brethren  in  the  faith  in  Europe  a  general  library  may  be  established 
for  the  pastors  of  the  united  congregations,  from  which  the  pastors 
can  take  books  for  their  use,  because  it  cannot  justly  be  demanded  that 
the  pastors  shall  purchase  these  for  themselves.  "We  will  therefore  in  a 
proper  way  petition  our  benefactors  in  Europe  for  them. 

2.  There  shall  always  be  on  hand  a  small  supply  of  such  books  as  are 
necessary  for  the  congregation  at  public  divine  service  and  for  the 
school.  ;j 

3.  As  it  has  caused  a  great  difficulty  for  the  teachers  hitherto  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  young  that  so  many  kinds  of  catechisms  have  been 
in  circulation,  and  we  receive  from  Pennsylvania  now  one  kind,  now 
another,  that  which  has  been  used  hitherto  at  the  confirmation  of  chil- 
dren shall  ge  generally  introduced  until  our  brethren  in  the  faith  and 
benefactors  in  Europe  shall  order  another,  and  to  them  we  will  gladly 
be  obedient. 

4.  The  necessary  correspondence  with  Hannover,  Goettingen,  and  also 
with  brethren  in  the  faith  in  other  places  in  Europe  shall  be  carried  on 
as  heretofore  most  attentively.  The  pastor  shall  send  a  letter  every 
six  weeks,  and  at  every  ISTew  Year  in  cooperation  with  the  Church 
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Council  a  general  letter.  The  congregations  will  therefore  hj  the  aid 
of  divine  grace  so  conduct  themselves  that  many  praiseworthy  things 
may  be  written  about  them  to  Germany.  The  replies  from  there, 
which  are  addressed  to  the  congregations  shall  be  read  two  or  three 
times  to  the  assembled  congregations  as  circular  letters. 

5.  Our  congregations  shall,  according  to  the  apostolical  injunction,  as 
much  as  lies  in  them  have  peace  with  other,  especially  Protestant  con- 
gregations, and  with  the  latter  in  particular  maintain  a  brotherly 
friendship  for  mutual  edification. 

6.  This  Church  and  School  Order  shall  be  read  publicly  every  Eourth 
of  July,  on  which  day  our  Church  was  dedicated;  and  if  it  should  be 
prevented  then,  this  reading  shall  take  place  on  another  occasion,  and 
this  shall  be  announced  the  Sunday  before,  in  order  that  every  one 
may  remember  his  duty  and  nobody  may  plead  ignorance  as  an  excuse. 

7.  'No  person,  whether  male  or  female,  shall  be  recognized  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation,  unless  he  knows  the  contents  of  this  Order  and 
has  subscribed  the  formula  appended  below,  and  if  he  cannot  write, 
has  it  subscribed  by  some  one  else  in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  IsTo- 
body  shall  become  a  member  of  the  Church  Council  unless  after  the 
election  he  publicly  makes  his  pledge  in  the  formula  prescribed  there- 
for. The  pastor  likewise,  as  also  the  schoolmaster,  must  pledge  in 
writing  their  submission  to  this  Order. 

8.  The  formulas,  which  serve  instead  of  Oaths,  are  the  following : 

1)  For  the  Pastor 

I,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  have  been  called  and  appointed  as  the 
pastor  of  the  Evangelical  congregation  here,  testify  hereby  before  God 
to  the  Church  Council  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  I  will  by 
the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  render  all  possible  satisfaction  to  my  office 
as  shepherd,  and  that  I  will  subject  myself  to  the  local  Church  Order. 

N,  N. 

2)  PoR  THE  Deacons 

I,  N,  who  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  have  been  elected  as  a 
Church  deacon  and  member  of  the  Church  Council,  testify  hereby  be- 
fore God  to  the  pastor  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  I  will  ful- 
fill strictly,  in  addition  to  my  duties  which  rest  upon  me  as  a  member 
of  the  congregation,  the  duties  of  a  Church  deacon  and  I  will  live  ac- 
cording to  the  local  Church  Order  and  care  for  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
gregation as  for  my  own. 

3)  PoR  THE  Schoolmaster 

I,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  have  been  called  as  the  schoolmaster 
in  the  Evangelical  congregation  here,  testify  hereby  before  God  to  the 
Church  Council  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  I  will  strictly 
fulfill  my  duty  as  schoolmaster,  as  God  shall  give  me  strength,  and 
I  will  live  according  to  the  local  Church  Order. 
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4)  For  the  Members  of  the  Congregation 

We,  subscribers  at  tbe  end,  wbo  by  divine  grace  will  bold  to  tbe 
Evangelical  Lutberan  congregation  at  tbe  German  Buffalo  Creek, 
Mecklenburg  County  in  E"ortb  Carolina,  testify  bereby  before  God 
that  we  will  by  His  grace  endeavor  to  lead  an  uprigbt  life  according 
to  His  boly  "Word,  and  will  subject  ourselves  to  tbe  local  Cburcb 
Order. 

9.  Tbis  Cburcb  Order  sball  be  transcribed  in  tbe  Cburcb  Book,  and 
tbe  pastor,  tbe  deacons,  tbe  Cburcb  Council,  tbe  scboolmaster,  and  all 
tbe  confirmed  members  of  tbe  congregation,  men  and  women,  sball 
subscribe  it. 

10.  All  and  eacb  of  tbe  inbabitants  of  our  vicinity,  wbo  profess  to  be 
Evangelical,  sball  be  asked  by  one  of  tbe  Cburcb  deacons  witb  wit- 
nesses wbetber  tbey  wisb  to  bold  to  our  congregation  and  live  accord- 
ing to  tbe  Cburcb  Order,  witbout  wbicb  we  cannot  regard  tbem  as 
members  of  tbe  congregation. 

11.  By  tbis  Cburcb  and  Scbool  Order  all  former  customs,  as  far  as 
tbey  contradict  it,  sball  be  abolisbed.  But  if  necessity  sball  require  tbat 
sometbing  sball  be  cbanged  in  tbis  Cburcb  Order,  tbe  congregation 
must  be  called  together,  witbout  wbose  consent  no  change  can  be  made. 

12.  This  Church  and  School  Order  shall  be  sent  to  Germany  to  our 
brethren  in  the  faith  and  our  patrons,  and  if  these  deem  it  well  to 
change  it  or  to  add  anything  to  it,  the  congregation  sball  be  called  to- 
gether, the  alteration  sball  be  distinctly  explained  to  it,  and  the  change 
shall  be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

13.  We  have  the  confidence  in  our  benefactors  and  patrons  in  Germany 
that  this  Church  and  Scbool  Order,  especially  if  tbe  pastor  is  able  to 
assure  its  punctual  observance,  will  serve  tbem  instead  of  much  recom- 
mendation. 

14.  The  Order  of  Service,  which  is  stated  in  #9,  is  really  tbis : — 

1)  A  hymn  of  praise. 

2)  A  collect  and  the  reading  of  the  Epistle. 

3)  The  principal  hymn,  suited  to  the  season  or  the  sermon. 

4)  The  reading  of  the  Bible. 

5)  Tbe  Creed  or  a  short  Sunday  hymn. 

6)  Tbe  sermon,  during  which  one  or  two  stanzas  of  a  hymn  shall 
be  sung.    After  it  the  prayers  and  thanksgiving. 

7)  Several  stanzas  sung. 

8)  A  catechization,  not  too  long,  on  a  part  of  the  Small  Catechism 
of  Luther,  with  which  one  or  another  principal  verse  is  to  be 
combined. 

9)  One  of  tbe  long  prayers,  which  is  suited  to  the  catechization  or 
the  sermon  or  the  season. 

10)  The  benediction. 

11)  A  closing  stanza. 


350  The  I^oeth  Caholina  Historical  Review 


15.  God,  the  good  God,  help  our  poor,  forsaken  and  uncultivated  con- 
gregation, so  that  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  truths  of 
salvation  may  find  a  firm  foundation  among  us  upon  which  virtue  and 
piety  shall  be  built  among  young  and  old,  which  then  with  the  help  of 
God  is  our  earnest  purpose;  and  then  so  that  our  patrons  in  Germany 
and  England  may  be  moved  by  these  resolutions,  which  may  God 
strengthen,  and  so  guided  that  there  may  no  longer  be  as  hitherto  a 
lack  of  the  pure  proclamation  of  the  Word  of  God  and  of  the  necessary 
catechization  of  our  youth,  so  that  while  we  still  live  we  may  see  that 
our  children  after  us  shall  not  suffer  a  want  of  the  words  of  salvation. 

I,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  have  been  called  and  appointed  as  the 
pastor  of  the  Evangelical  congregation  here,  testify  before  God  to  the 
Church  Council  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  I  will  by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  render  all  possible  satisfaction  to  my  office 
as  shepherd  and  that  I  will  subject  myself  to  the  local  Church  Order. 

Adolph  ^N'ussmann,  Pastor. 

We,  who  by  the  majority  of  votes  have  been  elected  as  Church  deacons 
and  members  of  the  Church  Council,  testify  hereby  before  God  to  the 
pastor  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  we  will  fulfill  strictly, 
in  addition  to  our  duties  which  rest  upon  us  as  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, the  duties  of  Church  deacons  and  will  live  according  to  the 
local  Church  Order  and  care  for  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  as  for 
our  own. 

Paul  Barringer,  Senior 
Marx  Haus  Nicholas  Reitnauer 

Jacob  Fegert  John  Behringer 

Jacob  Dim  Peter  Quilmann 

I,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  have  been  called  as  the  schoolmaster  in 
the  Evangelical  congregation  here,  testify  before  God  to  the  Church 
Council  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation  that  I  will  strictly  fulfill  my 
duty  as  schoolmaster,  as  God  shall  give  me  strength,  and 

[Here  a  page  is  cut  out.    The  Church  Order  ends  here.    There  fol- 
low two  pages  in  another  handwriting  containing  actions  of  two  meet- 
ings of  the  Church  Council.    The  pages  are  mutilated.] 
[Top  of  leaf  mutilated] 

[S]ept  17  .  .  .  was  resolved  that  if  [?]  the  high  benefactors  [?]  in 
Europe  will  have  the  kindness  towards  this  our  Evangelical  congre- 
gation at  Dutch  Buffalo  Creek,  Mecklenburg  County,  and  appropriate 
to  them  the  90  £  sterling,  still  backstanding  and  safely  deposited  in 
London,  as  the  property  of  the  Church  and  congregation,  then  shall 

1.  This  sum  always  be  regarded  as  a  fund  which  belongs  to  this  con- 
gregation. 
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2.  From  the  interest  tlie  salary  of  the  pastor  shall  be  supplemented. 

3.  It  shall  be  permitted  to  nobody,  without  the  consent  of  the  bene- 
factors, to  take  anything  from  the  capital. 

4.  This  sum  shall  not  be  sent  over  in  coin,  but  since  the  congregation 
desires  books,  especially  some  of  those  which  the  learned  philanthropists 
in  Helmstaedt,  the  Abbots  Yelthusen  and  Henke  and  the  Professors 
Crell,  Klugel  and  Bruns,  have  written  for  the  benefit  of  the  Christian 
religion  in  America,  of  which  one  part  is  to  be  printed  after  Michaelmas 
and  the  other  after  Easter,  request  shall  be  made  to  purchase  these 
books,  especially  the  first  four,  and  to  send  them  over  strongly  but 
not  expensively  bound. 

5.  The  entire  society  or  one  of  them  by  order  of  the  society  shall 
be  permitted  to  take  up  these  funds  or  part  of  them  and  apply  them 
to  the  purchase  of  the  books  named  which  are  to  be  sent  over. 

6.  This  shall  be  recorded  in  the  Church  Book. 

7.  The  chest  in  which  the  above  books  are  should  be  marked 
M.C.D.B.C. 

The  above  was  transacted  and  resolved  on  Sept.  30,  1787. 


1790,  January  16th  .  .  .  [mutilated]  Council 

The  assembled  members  were  Paul  Beringer,  Peter  Quillmann,  George 
Meissenheimer,  Daniel  Jarret,  Matth.  Meyer,  Nicholas  Reitenhauer, 
Jacob  Fegert,  Andrew  Stauch,  TJlrich  Duerr,  Jacob  Bast,  and  Adolph 
I^ussmann. 

1.  Paul  Beringer  was  elected  chairman  or  president. 

2.  The  purpose  of  our  meetings  is  with  all  concord  and  the  most  up- 
right integrity  to  promote  religion  and  Christianity  in  church  and 
school. 

3.  Resolved,  that  before  the  divine  services  on  Sunday  the  doors 
shall  no  more  be  locked.  When  about  half  the  congregation  is  at  the 
Church,  the  door  shall  be  opened  and  the  service  shall  begin  about  10 
o'clock.  Disorderly  persons,  however,  who  disturb  the  service  shall  be 
reported  to  the  judge.  The  service  shall  begin  without  further  call- 
ing in. 

4.  At  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  the  alms  shall  be  collected 
at  the  door.  The  members  of  the  congregation  are  requested  to  be 
married  in  the  Church,  and  on  this  happy  occasion  they  and  the  willing 
guests  are  asked  to  offer  an  alms  upon  the  altar,  as  is  the  custom  in 
many  parts  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

5.  If  gossip  occurs  out  of  which  discord  may  arise,  it  shall  be  reported 
to  our  chairman  and  president,  Paul  Beringer,  and  he  shall  investigate 
the  matter  and  do  what  is  serviceable  to  the  interests  of  the  Church 
and  religion. 
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6.  As  one  member  of  tlie  Ckurcli  Council  is  lacking,  two  from  tlie 
congregation  shall  be  proposed,  Jacob  Time  and  Jobn  Melcber.  The 
members  of  tbe  Church  Council  were  for  the  former. 

7.  Those  who  seek  holy  baptism  for  children  must  announce  them- 
selves before  the  service,  and  give  the  name  of  the  sponsors,  and  have 
the  birthday  of  the  child  and  the  names  of  the  parents  written. 


On  June  10,  1798  as  the  first  Sunday  after  the  festival  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  there  were  elected  as  elders  and  on  June  24,  1798  solemnly  in- 
stalled in  this  office  with  prayers  by  me  Adam  ITicholas  Marcard  and 
appointed  for  the  time  of  their  life  the  following  six  men:^ — 

I.  Paul  Berringer  2.  J acob  Bast  3.  Jacob  Mueller  4.  Andrew  Stauch 
5.  J^icholas  Reidnauer   6.  John  Berringer. 

On  April  22,  1798  as  Sunday  Misericordiae  Domini  there  were  elected 
as  deacons  and  on  May  6,  1798  solemnly  installed  in  this  office  with 
prayers  by  me  Adam  I^icholas  Marcard  and  appointed  for  three  suc- 
cessive years: — 1.  Abraham  Meissenheimer.  2.  Yalentine  Veget.  3. 
Michael  Walcher. 

As  deacons  in  the  congregation  at  Crooked  Creek  I  installed  on  'Nov. 

II,  1798: — 1.  Conrad  Cramm  2.  John  Herche.  Also  on  that  day  the 
Church  there  was  dedicated  by  me. 


1808,  July  28th  Church  reckoning  was  made.  Present  were  Mcholas 
Reitenauer,  Jacob  Bast,  John  Geo.  Ritsche,  Gottf.  Fell,  Pet.  Tiem,  Paul 

Ba  er  [ink  is  faded].   It  was  found  that  the  congregation  had 

forty-five  pounds,  10,  6  in  money  and  notes. 

L.  Storch. 

1810,  Dec.  20th  reckoning  was  made,  and  it  was  found  that  the  con- 
gregation has  on  hand  today  sixty-eight  pounds,  19,  1 

68,19,1  L.  Storch. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  nothing  of  the  Church  funds  shall  be 
expended  on  the  schoolhouse  by  the  Church. 

L.  Storch. 

1812,  May  30th  reckoning  was  made  and  it  was  found  that  the  congre- 
gation has  on  hand  today  sixteen  pounds  8  shillings  2  pence. 

£  16,8,2.  L.  Storch. 

by  Will.  Werner. 

1813,  Aug.  14th  reckoning  was  made  and  to  the  above  sum  of  £  16,8,2 
there  came  in  £  13,  12  shil.  in  notes  and  £  6,4,3  in  money,  hence  there 
is  on  hand  thirty-six  pounds  4  shil. 

L.  Storch. 
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1814,  Aug.  6tli  reckoning  was  made  and  the  Churcli  keeps  on  liand 
fifty-four  dollars  75  cts. 

$54,75  L.  Storck 

1815,  June  I7tli  there  remained  on  hand  to  the  Church  fifty-five  dollars, 
1  ct. 

$55,  1  L.  Storch. 

1818,  Feb.  28th  there  remained  on  hand  in  Money  £  17,7,7  and  $47.55 
in  notes,  and  2  dollars  more. 

L.  Storch. 

1820,  Dec.  23rd  there  remained  on  hand  109  dollars,  94%-  This  sum 
was  turned  over  to  John  Ritsche  for  safe  keeping. 

L.  Storch. 

[In  addition  to  actions  of  the  Church  Council  under  Pastor  ISTuss- 
mann  and  his  successors.  Pastors  Marcard  and  Storch,  the  following  is 
recorded  in  large  script.] 

A  list  of  what  each  one,  who  belongs  to  the  congregation  at  Buffalo 
Creek,  voluntarily  gave  towards  the  silver  over  gold  chalice,  which  we 
bought  from  Pastor  N'usman,  to-wit: 


S 

Paul  Beringer 

10 

I^icholas  Reidnauer 

10 

John  Beringer 

10 

Jacob  Mueller 

10 

Jacob  Peget 

10 

Leonhard  Seitz 

5 

Martin  Herche  junior 

3 

George  Meisenheimer 

4 

Christian  Seitz 

3 

Jacob  Herche 

3 

Carl  Doerr 

2 

George  Wilhelm 

5 

(Carr'd  Forw) 

75 

John  Hegler  junior 

5 

J ohn  Hegler 

4 

Christopher  Horlacher 

3 

Christian  Horlacher 

4 

William  Heinzeman 

4 

Frederick  Muelster 

4 

Jacob  Meisenheimer  junior 

4 

Michael  Weinkauf 

4 

Thomas  Mach 

4 
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£  S 

d 

Jacob  Mutscliler 

5 

Frederick  Fesberman 

5 

Peter  Meisenheimer 

2 

6 

Pbilip  Doerr 

2 

6 

John  Meier 

5 

Frederick  Bleyler 

10 

Peter  Weber 

2 

6 

George  Beigleyder 

2 

6 

Peter  Quilman 

2 

(Carr'd  Forw) 

148 

6 

George  Gudman 

3 

Henry  Walcber 

3 

Adam  Walcber 

4 

Michael  Fesberman 

3 

Michael  Gudman 

3 

Michael  Weiser 

5 

Henry  Fesberman 

2 

6 

Jacob  Weber 

2 

6 

Mathias  Bem 

4 

Martin  Doerr 

4 

Michael  Walcher 

4 

Ulrich  Doerr 

2 

Daniel  Cherret 

5 

Jacob  Bast 

7 

Henry  Pietsche 

5 

Matthias  Mutchler 

3 

Frederick  Beck 

5 

Barbara  Lauder 

2 

Philip  Kercher  senior 

5 

(Car'd  Forw) 

220 

6 

John  Melcher 

10 

Henry  Weber 

5 

Louis  Fischer 

2 

6 

[From  this  point  the  writing  changes  from  engrossed  letters  to  ordi- 


Andrew  Stauch 
Carl  Sefried 
Andrew  Doerr 
Valentine  Feget 
Godfried  Leib 
George  Bast 
Philip  Hegler 
Philip  Kercher  senior 


2 

6 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

6 

2 

6 

4 

6 

2 

0 

5 

0 
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£  S 

d 

Paul  Kercher 

3 

0 

Charles  Bernhard 

2 

3 

J ohn  Meissenheimer 

0 

10 

Andrew  Kercher 

2 

0 

J acob  Bernhard 

2 

0 

Jonathan  Herzel 

2 

0 

Reinhold  Abenschein 

2 

0 

Melchior  Fogelmann 

5 

0 

(tPOTP'P  TTpTPhpT* 

2 

A 

V 

Abraham  Meissenheimer 

4 

0 

Elias  Hauss 

5 

0 

Isaac  Blackwelder 

5 

0 

(Car'd  Forw) 

298 

7 

Jacob  Meissenheimer  senior 

3 

0 

Matthias  N'eajer 

4 

0 

S.  305 

7 

155 

7 
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Southern  Regions  of  the  United  States.    By  Howard  W.  Odum,  (Chapel 
Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press.    1936.   Pp.  xi,  664.  $4.00.) 

No  region  of  the  United  States  arouses  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  as  much  interest  as  does  the  South.  One  element  of  this 
interest  is  sentimental,  another  sociological,  a  third  literary.  The 
nation  is  of  its  own  accord  obeying  the  command  to  look  away 
to  Dixie. 

Professor  Odum's  new  book  about  the  South  is  a  strangely 
powerful  one.  It  is  encyclopaedic  in  its  scope,  with  an  amazing 
assemblage  of  facts  on  every  aspect  of  Southern  life ;  yet  instead 
of  causing  the  reader  bewilderment,  the  catalogues,  maps,  charts, 
and  data  hold  him  with  a  fascination  which  rapidly  transforms 
mere  scholarly  interest  into  personal  enthusiasm.  Better  than 
any  poem  or  novel  could  do,  this  book  convinces  one  that  there 
are  still  worlds  in  America  to  conquer.  After  1890  there  were 
no  more  frontiers  to  absorb  the  energies  of  our  people ;  but  then 
began  our  period  of  intensive,  rather  than  extensive,  development. 

In  contrast  to  the  sectionalism  of  the  country,  which  makes  one 
point  with  pride,  resent  criticism,  worship  the  past,  and  calum- 
niate other  sections,  this  book  sets  forth  the  idea  of  regionalism. 
The  South  which  fought  the  Civil  War  has,  by  reason  of  economic 
development  and  the  migration  of  people,  ceased  to  be  a  unit. 
After  setting  up  seven  hundred  indices  of  measurement,  Mr. 
Odum  finds  that  Missouri,  Maryland,  and  Texas  are  not  in  the 
same  grouping  as  their  neighbors,  Kentucky,  Virginia  and  Louisi- 
ana. There  are,  by  these  measurements,  six  regions  in  the  coun- 
try: the  Northeast  (in  which  Maryland  is  included),  the  South- 
east, the  Middle  States  (including  Missouri) ,  the  Northwest,  the 
Southwest  (Texas,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona),  and 
the  Far  West.  It  is  primarily  with  the  eleven  states  of  the  South- 
east that  the  author  is  concerned. 

The  indices,  enumerated  and  elaborated  in  the  book,  are  reen- 
f orced  by  at  least  six  hundred  maps  and  charts ;  these,  together 
with  the  text,  give  a  comprehensive  view  of  Southern  culture 
when  set  side  by  side  with  that  of  other  regions.  Mr.  Odum  has 
a  vivid  sense  of  the  past,  but  he  has  more — a  realistic  view  of 
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